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FIGURE 19 
Aerial View of Civic Hospital in 1924 (Photo: Flickr.com, Dunn). 
 

 
 
FIGURE 20 
Site Plan of Civic Hospital in 1965. (Photo: GeoOttawa) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHARACTER DEFINING ELEMENT 
VEGETATION  
Shelterbelts 
 
MEMORY 
LOCAL 
Shelterbelts along Carling Avenue 
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MAP 9 PROPOSED LAND USE 1950 GRÉBER PLAN 
The proposed area for the Farm as per the 1950 Gréber Plan. The plan was not implemented on 
the Farm. 
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MAP 10 LAND USE 1950 
The actual land use plan of 1950 retained the Farm in its entirely, although this evolved 
landscape shows differences from the original designed landscape. Mainly the orientation of 
program away from the north-east, and consequent loss of entry. This period also saw the 
addition of 140 acres of research field to the west of the site. 
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MAP 11 LAND USE 1960’S 
The 1960’s saw the city of Ottawa grow around the Farm encompassing it on all sites, and was 
comprised mostly of residential development. The development on the west side of the site was 
due to the establishment of the Carleton University campus (previously Carleton College located 
in The Glebe). The university, The Civic Hospital (1920’s), and the government offices at Preston 
Street would begin to form an institution identity around the Farm.  
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THE ASSOCIATIVE LANDSCAPE 1986 – PRESENT 
CENTENNIAL  

COMMUNITY 

NATIONAL HERITAGE 

PRIVATE 

MUSEUM 

PATHWAYS 

The associative landscape phase began with the 100-year 
celebration of the Farm in 1986, as overlapping layers of meaning began to 
form around the agricultural landscape. The centennial raised awareness of 
the historic landscape, as well as questions regarding the research directions, 
and public ownership of the Farm.115 This period saw the opening of the 
Canadian Agriculture Museum in 1983, and its expansion to include live 
animal displays in 1995.116 The increased public awareness of the Farm 
initiated several community groups dedicated to the maintenance and 
protection of this historic landscape such as the Friends of the Farm (1988) 
and the Ottawa Chapter of Landscape Ontario (1973). This awareness also 
brought about renewed support for the Ottawa Field-Naturalists' Club (1863) 
who in 1990 began the Fletcher Wildlife Garden.117 In the 1990’s a significant 
portion (140 acres) on the west side of the Farm was severed off for 
commercial and residential development. To recognise the legacy of the 
Farm, the site received designation a National Historic Site of Canada in 1997. 
A few masterplan and management plans have been outlined for the Farm 
since designation as a heritage place. The most recent Central Experimental 
Farm Management Plan (2004) was developed to “rather than simply 
respond to development proposals and development pressures… to take a 
lead role in shaping the future of the Farm environment.”118 See Section 3.1 
for Maps of Existing Context. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
115 Central Experimental Farm Integrated Services; Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada; Government of Canada. 

"Central Experimental Farm National Historic Site Management Plan (5 of 20)." 
116 Ibid. 
117 Ibid. 
118 Ibid. 
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3.3  Character Defining Elements  

The heritage value of the Farm, as stated in the Introduction, lies in 
the composition of its natural, built, and landscaped elements which 
together define its character as a distinct cultural landscape. As shown in 
Section 3.1 (MAP 1) the farm is comprised of three distinct landscaped areas 
and therefore have characteristics which are unique to each.119 The 
subsections from the Guidelines for the Conservations of Cultural Landscapes 
are listed beside the character defining element. The subsection of water 
features does not apply to the character defining elements of the Farm.   
 
Whole Site 

Location in the urban centre of Ottawa    Land patterns 
Variety of soil types, cleared fields, and various buildings   Evidence of land use 
Pastoral appearance      Spatial organization 
Orderliness and neatness critical to the Farm’s scientific pursuits  Land patterns 
Plan made up of three clearly defined zones    Spatial organization 
Picturesque character of buildings      Built features 

 
Entry Zone 
 Picturesque nature of the site     Spatial organization 

The circulation pattern in the Arbouretum    Circulation 
Glass and metal greenhouse frames     Built features 
The Arbouretum’s wide variety of specimen trees and shrubs  Vegetation / Ecological features 

Central Zone  
Intimate campus-like scale       Spatial organization 
Scenic driveways       Circulation 
Picturesque wood-clad administrative buildings    Built features 
Buildings named after key figures in Canadian agriculture  Built features 
Small, single story board and batten style support buildings  Built features 
The orderly and efficient layout of a “model farm”   Traditional practices 
 

Support Zone  
Orderly organization of the fields     Evidence of land use / Landforms 
Internal fencing of red “pencil posts” with white tops   Built features 
Variable sizes, colours, textures, seasonal variations of fields  Land patterns 
Integration of urban parkway within farm    Circulation 
Shelterbelts       Vegetation 
Brick-clad science and administration buildings    Built features 
Viewscapes       Visual relationships 

 

                                                      
119 Central Experimental Farm Integrated Services; Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada; Government of Canada. 

"Central Experimental Farm National Historic Site Management Plan (5 of 20)." 
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3.5 Precedent Study 

PROJECT NAME  National Tourist Routes  
ARCHITECT  Various 
DATE   1994 - Present 
LOCATION  Norway 
 

The Nation Tourist Routes are a collection of 18 highways with 
architectural attractions in Norway. The goal of the project is to increase 
tourist visitation to the locations through designed viewpoints, places of 
interest, pathways, and visitors’ centres, all which are located amongst 
breathtaking landscapes and scenery. The project is of national scale with 
the subject locations spanning across the countries west coast and southern 
mountains. The project began in 1994 and continues development today 
with new attractions designed and constructed along the highway routes. 
The project was carried out by the Norwegian Public Roads Administration.  
 

The design of the attractions expresses a vernacular specific to each 
site. Each location has specific values which are enhanced by the architecture 
and directs the visitor’s experience to the place: “The architecture should 
facilitate the experience of nature, while also appearing as an attraction in its 
own right.”120 The FIGURE 1, 2, and 3 on the left show three of the many 
architectural attractions along the National Tourist Routes. This precedent 
study applies to this thesis by using pedestrian scale interventions in the 
landscape to enhance one’s relationship with the landscape. The attractions 
themselves are not commercial or museum-like in nature, yet attract people 
to the place by showing the landscapes through a new perspective. Some of 
these landscapes are the scenes of everyday life, yet showing them in a new 
light causes people to stop, think, and most importantly enjoy themselves 
for a moment in the landscape.  
 
MEMORY Each place has a unique history which is expressed through the architecture. In some 
sites where no physical evidence of cultural activity remains, the architectural interventions 
narrate the story. These attractions contribute to the national identity of Norway and form a 
relationship between the visitors and the landscape.  
 
REHABILITATION By providing specific infrastructure on which the visitor may inhabit, the 
terrain and landscape features are protected from visitor traffic. The visitor to these places also 
experiences an intimacy with the landscape. 
 
ACCESSIBILITY By providing accessible attractions along the national routes, visitors can 
experience the once isolated features of the landscape. In addition to providing accessibility, 
the landscapes are experienced in a new way through the careful design of architectural 
interventions. 
 

                                                      
120 Turistveger, Nasjonale. "Architecture and art." Architecture and art - National Tourist Routes in Norway. 

Accessed March 03, 2017. http://www.nasjonaleturistveger.no/en/about-us/architecture-and-art. 


